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GRAIN LICENSING AUTHORITY 
Statement by Member for Ningaloo 

MR R.N. SWEETMAN (Ningaloo) [12.51 pm]:  I want to bring the Parliament’s attention to the Grain 
Licensing Authority, which I understand met on Friday for the first time to consider licences for growers to 
export prescribed grains.  It is only a little over a year ago that this Parliament dealt with the grain marketing 
legislation.  It was amid some controversy at that time, because the opportunity for growers to be able to direct 
market their product into foreign destinations was seen as potentially undermining the single desk.  During the 
debate on that legislation, I believe I said words to the effect that this was an opportunity for the industry to stick 
a toe in the water.  If the individual export licence applications to the Grain Licensing Authority are granted, it 
will prove that there is a greater opportunity for the growers to take matters into their own hands in marketing 
their crops.   

As I said, the Grain Licensing Authority considered four applications for licences from three different applicants.  
Export licences were granted to cover 133 000 tonnes in total.  That was for feed barley.  It will be interesting to 
see whether applications for canola and lupins will quickly follow.  It is certainly a good start, and I congratulate 
the minister today, as I did back then, for his foresight in including in that legislation the power for the Grain 
Licensing Authority to allow many growers to take up opportunities to market their products into foreign 
destinations.   
 


